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PRIMARY  EDUCATION 

Primary  Education  in  Argentina  owes  its 
present  state  of  development  to  that  master 
Patriot,  Educator  and  President  of  the  Re- 
public, Domingo  F.  Sarmiento,  who  as  a 
personal  friend  and  student  of  Horace  Mann 
had  every  opportunity  to  introduce  the  best 
that  he  considered  practicable  into  the  educa- 
tional system  of  Argentina. 

Primary  Education  in  the  Provinces 
(States)  of  Argentina  is  the  concern  of  state 
authorities,  who  work  in  harmony  with  the 
educational  bodies  of  its  cities,  towns  and 
villages.  The  exception  to  it  consists  in  the 
control  by  the  National  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Primary  Schools  of  the  Federal  City 
of  Buenos  Aires  and  such  other  exceptions 
as  will  be  mentioned  further  on. 

One  of  the  more  recent  and  far  reaching 
developments  of  this  Federal  control  is  the 
fact,  that  in  some  of  the  provinces  Primary 
Schools  are  established  and  subsidized  by 
the  Federal  government,  where  local  econ- 
omic conditions  are  not  able  to  cope  with 
the  need  for  popular  education. 

Argentina  maintains  therefore  in  some  of 
the  provinces  two  systems  of  Primary  Schools, 
the  regular  State  controlled  and  the  Federal 
controlled  Primary  Schools. 

In  1894  there  were  3,000  Primary 
Schools,  Public  and  Private,  which  in- 
creased during  the  next  twenty  years  to  7,077 
Primary  Schools,  likewise  did  the  teaching 
force  of  these  schools  grow  from  7,800 
teachers  to  over  26,000  teachers.  The  pu- 
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pils  attending  the  schools  in  1894  numbered 

280.000,  whereas  in  1914  the  attendance 
increased  to  890,000  pupils  in  these  Pri- 
mary Schools.  The  expenditures  incurred  in 
the  maintenance  of  these  schools  show  an 
even  more  remarkable  increase  of  service  and 
efficiency.  Whereas,  in  1894  the  total  ex- 
pense for  Primary  Education  was  9,370,000 
pesos,  it  rose  to  the  sixfold  figure  of  56,635,- 
000  pesos  (a  peso  is  42  American  cents). 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS 
In  1894  the  Normal  Schools,  35  in  num- 
ber, had  an  enrollment  of  1,376  pupils,  pre- 
paring themselves  for  the  teaching  career  in 
Primary  Schools,  in  1914  the  number  of 
Normal  Schools  increased  to  over  70  in 
number  and  enrolled  8,970  students,  more 
than  six  times  its  enrollment  of  twenty  years 
ago.  During  this  same  period  the  expendi- 
tures in  this  particular  department  of  public 
education  rose  from  2,000,000  pesos  to 

1 0.000. 000  pesos. 

SECONDARY  EDUCATION 
The  Secondary  Schools  are  responding  also 
to  the  modern  demands  of  a democratic  con- 
ception of  education.  From  mere  prepara- 
tory institutions  for  the  Universities  they  are 
fast  becoming  schools  of  advanced  education 
to  an  increasing  number  of  men  and  women. 

In  1 894  the  students  of  Secondary  Schools 
numbered  3,000,  which  number  rose  to  10,- 
000  in  1914,  the  expenditures  having  in- 
creased from  one  million  pesos  in  1 894  to 
nearly  six  millions  in  1914. 
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TECHNICAL  EDUCATION 


Technical  schools  are  a matter  of  recent  de- 
velopment. Two  distinct  kinds  of  such  schools 
have  been  organized  and  are  now  maintained  in 
flourishing  condition.  One  kind  provides  technical 
training  in  the  various  trades  for  young  men 
from  12  to  15  years,  while  the  second  type 
serves  to  train  the  young  men  for  positions  of 
foremen  and  superintendents.  For  this  pur- 
pose these  schools  give  a more  extensive  and 
intensive  instruction  along  theoretical  and 
practical  science  as  far  as  it  applies  to  these 
various  trades.  There  are  4 large  schools 
of  each  one  of  these  types,  supported  by  the 
National  Government  at  a yearly  expense  of 
1,500,000  pesos.  In  addition  to  these,  there 
are  1 5 Trade  Schools  for  girls,  also  under 
the  control  of  the  National  Government,  giv- 
ing instruction  in  the  trades  in  which  girls 
predominate,  such  as  millinery,  dress-making, 
flower-making,  telegraphy,  typewriting  and 
stenography,  glove-making,  and  so  forth. 

COMMERCIAL  EDUCATION 

Of  recent  development  and  also  under  the 
control  of  the  National  Government  are  the 
Commercial  Schools  for  men  and  women, 
which  provide  adequate  modern  instruction 
in  salesmanship  and  bookkeeping.  These 
schools  graduate  pupils  with  the  rank  of  bach- 
elors of  Commercial  Science  and  train  the 
certified  Public  Accountants.  A more  re- 
cent addition  to  the  scope  of  these  schools 
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is  the  Degree  of  Doctor,  given  for  advanced 
work  in  Economic  Sciences.  The  National 
Government  spends  about  1 ,500,000  pesos 
for  this  branch  of  Education. 

AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION 

Agricultural  education  in  Argentina  is  of 
a twofold  type,  general  and  special.  The 
special  schools,  so-called  Regional  Schools, 
look  towards  the  education  of  future  work- 
ers in  special  fields,  such  as  those  who  en- 
gage, for  example,  in  the  sugar  industries  of 
Tucuman.  These  schools  specialize  on  the 
intelligent  development  of  special  industries  all 
over  Argentina.  The  curriculum  of  all  these 
schools  is  intensely  practical  and  covers  a suf- 
ficient scientific  background  such  as  these 
practical  studies  require  in  the  various  fields. 
These  schools  are  also  under  the  control  of 
the  National  Government  through  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

The  schools  which  provide  for  the  thor- 
ough scientific  instruction  underlying  all  agri- 
cultural occupations  are  under  the  control  of 
the  National  Universities  of  Buenos  Aires  and 
La  Plata. 

The  annual  cost  of  all  Agricultural  schools 
is  about  3,500,000  pesos,  including  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  maintenance  of  experi- 
mental stations,  the  excursions  and  University 
extension  teaching. 

MILITARY  EDUCATION 

Military  education  comprises  seven  Army 
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and  nine  Naval  Schools  for  mechanics  and 
machinists,  for  the  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  for  pilots  and  seamen,  to  v/hich 
2,000,000  pesos  are  devoted.  Practical 
naval  instruction  is  offered  in  warships  and 
particularly  in  the  training  ship  Presidente 
Sarmiento,  which  recently  visited  the  P.  P. 
I.  E.  at  San  Francisco  during  her  fifteenth 
cruise  of  instruction. 

UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION 

The  Universities  of  Argentina  maintain  the 
traditional  faculties  of  Jurisprudence.  Belles 
Lettres,  Philosophy,  and  Pure  and  Applied 
Sciences,  developing  also  the  newer  depart- 
ments of  University  work,  such  as  Agricul- 
ture, Pedagogy,  etc.  The  enlargement  of 
the  activities  of  these  universities,  especially 
the  creation  of  the  University  of  La  Plata, 
is  proof  of  Argentina’s  advancement  in  this 
field.  The  La  Plata  University  has  been  in- 
strumental in  the  exchange  of  professors  and 
has  encouraged  the  visits  of  public  men  of 
note  from  Europe  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  thus  recognizing  the  desirability  of 
maintaining  the  most  pleasant  relations  with 
Europe  and  North  America. 

In  connection  with  higher  education  in  Ar- 
gentina it  is  a point  of  interest  that  the  num- 
ber of  university  graduates  in  the  city  of 
Buenos  Aires  is  in  proportion  with  the  popu- 
lation larger  than  in  other  cities  of  the  world. 
The  budget  of  the  three  or  four  foremost  im- 
portant Universities  of  Argentina  reaches 
8,5000,000  pesos  a year,  and  their  combined 
attendance  was  9,100  students  in  1914. 
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Daily  Drill  ia  Addition,  Subtraction,  Division  and  Multiplication 
in  one  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Argentina. 


The  Care  and  Maintenance  o^  Physical  Health  of  Children. 
Teachers  of  Physical  Training  in  one  of  the  Training  Colleges  of  Argentina. 


Practical  Laboratory  Work  in  one  of  the  Agricultural 
Schools  of  Argentina. 


Training  ihe  future  Machinists  in  one  of  the  Machine  Shops  of 
an  Industrial  School  for  Boys. 


Lessons  in  the  Preparation  of  a Family  Dinner  in  one  of  the  Cooking 
Rooms  of  an  Industrial  School  for  Girls  of  Argentina. 
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Biological  Laboratory  Work  in  one  of  the  University 
Laboratories  of  Argentina. 


